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Drawings 

The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a). The drawings must show 
every feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the breakage seam 
(claim 49) must be shown or the feature canceled from the claims. No new matter 
should be entered. 

The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .84(h)(5) because Figures 4a, 4b, 
and 10a show modified forms of construction in the same view. The designation Detail 
I, Detail II, and the three drawings for Figure 10a are not acceptable. 

The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(5) 
because they include the following reference character(s) not mentioned in the 
description: 25", Fig. 10a. 

The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(4) 
because reference character "18" [0046] has been used to designate both base surface 
and counter surface. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure 
number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure 
is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, 
and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate 
changes made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for 
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consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering 
of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an 
application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New 
Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, 
the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next 
Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

Claims 30-41 , 43, 44, 47, and 48 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(a) as being 
anticipated by Daly et al. (20020095895). 

Daly et al. disclose a floor profile comprising: a base profile 28; a covering profile 
12 with a sideways-projecting covering wing; a web 18 connecting the base profile and 
the covering profile; an articulation 16 having an articular cavity 32 on the base profile; 
the articulation element formed on the lower edge of the pivoting web; the articulation 
element 16 partially cylindrical; the articular cavity 32 partially hollow-cylindrical; the 
articulation element partially spherical; the articular cavity partially hollow- spherical and 
the connection between the articular cavity and the articulation element releasable, Fig. 
1 ; the base profile having two upwardly extending side pieces 30 between which the 



Application/Control Number: 10/576,887 Page 4 

Art Unit: 3635 

articular cavity is formed; the base surface formed on the articulation element; the 
counter surface formed on the articular cavity; the base surfaces in the articular cavity 
formed like a pitched roof and the counter surfaces on the articulation element formed 
correspondingly; stop surfaces, tops of pins 30, formed to the side of each of the side 
pieces; counter surfaces, bottom of cylindrical surface 17, formed on the web; the stop 
surfaces formed respectively on the longitudinal edges of the side pieces; counter 
surfaces formed on an allocated outer surface of the web; the web having two parallel 
webs forming a channel; the covering profile having two webs which each encompass 
the webs from the outside; the covering profile having a web inserted into the channel; 
the webs of the covering profile and the side pieces of the central profile fit closely 
together; a web and the covering profile having two parallel webs a distance apart from 
one another which encompass the web from the outside; the channel between the two 
side pieces of the web formed, at least in sections, as a threaded channel for a screw 
24; a hole 26 in the covering profile; the webs having snap-on means for mutual snap- 
fastening; the clearance of the articular cavity in the base profile width greater than the 
inner distance between the two webs; the base profile substantially L-shaped and has a 
substantially horizontal side piece and a substantially vertical side piece; the covering 
profile with respect to the base profile has a side pivot region of +/- 20 degrees in 
relation to a full circle with 360 degrees; a joint bridging profile; and one of the web side 
walls allocated to one another and the webs of the covering profile forming a tilting 
projection. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 42 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Grosjean et al. (EP0588734). 

Daly et al. disclose the invention substantially as claimed but not on the lower 
side of the covering profile above the side pieces of the central profile is a groove- 
shaped indentation extending in the longitudinal direction, or at least an aperture/recess 
is formed. 

Grosjean et al. show a floor profile arrangement having a groove-shaped 
indentation 18 extending in the longitudinal direction on the lower side of the covering 
profile 14 above the side pieces 15, 16 of the central profile. 

It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to provide the Daly et al. strip with a groove-shaped 
indentation, as shown by Grosjean et al., since it is well known. 

Claim 49 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kammerer (2273877). 

Daly et al. disclose the invention substantially as claimed but not on the base 
profile two articulation channels formed on different height levels for the articular cavity, 
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a desired breakage seam formed between the two articulation channels, or the upper 
articulation channel on a base. 

Kammerer presents, in Fig. 2, right hand side, a base profile 90 having two 
articulation channels, 92 and to the right of 94, formed on different height levels for the 
articular cavity; a breakage seam, at the base web junction, between the two articulation 
channels; and the upper articulation channel on a base. 

It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to make the Daly et al. profile with two channels, a breakage 
seam, and the upper channel on the base, as presented by Kammerer, in order to 
provide more configurations. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Kelly (3696461), Wilbs et al. (5657598) Kornfalt (6745534), and 
Fiedler (7409802) describe covering profiles. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 45 and 46 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Matthew J. Smith whose telephone number is (571) 

272- 7034. The examiner can normally be reached on T-Th, 8-3. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard E. Chilcot can be reached on 571-272-6777. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 

273- 8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Richard E. Chilcot, Jr./ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3635 

/M.J. SV 

Examiner, Art Unit 3635 
25 August 2009 



